PSALM 16
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *
I have said, “You are my Sovereign, my good above all other.”
All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
upon those who are noble among the people.
But those who run after other gods *
shall have their troubles multiplied.
Their libations of blood I will not offer, *
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
O God, you are my portion and my cup; *
it is you who uphold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.
I will bless you, O God, who gives me counsel; *
my heart teaches me, night after night.
I have set you always before me; *
because you are at my right hand I shall not fall.
My heart, therefore, is glad and my spirit rejoices; *
my body also shall rest in hope.
For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
nor let your faithful one see the Pit.
You will show me the path of life; *
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.
PSALM 17
Hear my plea of innocence, O God; give heed to my cry; *
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.
Let my vindication come forth from your presence; *
let your eyes be fixed on justice.
Weigh my heart, summon me by night, *
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.
I give no offense with my mouth as others do; *
I have heeded the words of your lips.
My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; *
in your paths my feet shall not stumble.
I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; *
incline your ear to me and hear my words.
Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, *
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from those who rise up against them.

Keep me as the apple of your eye; *
hide me under the shadow of your wings,
From the wicked who assault me, *
from my deadly enemies who surround me.
They have closed their heart to pity, *
and their mouth speaks proud things.
They press me hard, now they surround me, *
watching how they may cast me to the ground,
Like a lion, greedy for its prey, *
and like a young lion lurking in secret places.
Arise, O God; confront them and bring them down; *
deliver me from the wicked by your sword.
Deliver me, O God, by your hand *
from those whose portion in life is this world;
Whose bellies you fill with your treasure, *
who are well supplied with children and leave their wealth to their little ones.
But at my vindication I shall see your face; *
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.

Isaiah 42:1-17
42Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put
my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry or lift up
his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow
faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait
for his teaching.
5

Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I
have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from
the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the LORD, that is my
name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, the former things have
come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.
10

Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth! Let the sea
roar and all that fills it, the coastlands and their inhabitants. 11 Let the desert and its
towns lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar inhabits; let the inhabitants of Sela sing
for joy, let them shout from the tops of the mountains. 12 Let them give glory to
the LORD, and declare his praise in the coastlands. 13 The LORD goes forth like a

soldier, like a warrior he stirs up his fury; he cries out, he shouts aloud, he shows himself
mighty against his foes.
14

For a long time I have held my peace, I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will
cry out like a woman in labour, I will gasp and pant. 15 I will lay waste mountains and
hills, and dry up all their herbage; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools.
16 I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, by paths they have not known I will
guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level
ground. These are the things I will do, and I will not forsake them. 17 They shall be
turned back and utterly put to shame—those who trust in carved images, who say to
cast images, ‘You are our gods.’
Ephesians 3:1-13
3This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles— 2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was
given to me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I
wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given to me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him. 13I pray therefore that you may not lose heart over my sufferings
for you; they are your glory.
Mark 2:13-22
13 Jesus went out again beside the lake; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he
taught them. 14As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax
booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him.
15 And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax-collectors and sinners were also
sitting with Jesus and his disciples—for there were many who followed him. 16When the
scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax-collectors, they said
to his disciples, ‘Why does he eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ 17When Jesus heard

this, he said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who
are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’
18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to
him, ‘Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples
do not fast?’ 19Jesus said to them, ‘The wedding-guests cannot fast while the
bridegroom is with them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them,
they cannot fast. 20The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them,
and then they will fast on that day.
21 ‘No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls
away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22And no one puts new
wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and
so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.’

